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The PRINCIPL ES of Biſhop 
Hoadih, and Biſhop Potter 
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A LETTER to His Lordſhip, 


Occaſioned by His Coronation Sermon. 


My Lo Ro, 


FT Moſt ſincerely aſſure your Lord- 
|| ſhip, in the Words of Biſhop Hoad- 

ly *, © It is with extreme Re- 
te luctance that I force my (elf to give 
ce you this preſent Trouble. But the 
cc Love of Truth, which ought to be 
© above all human Conſiderations, 
will, I hope, plead my Excuſe with 
your Lordſhip, and with all Perlons 
of impartial and honeſt Minds, for 
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the great Preſumption of this Ad- 


« dreſs. The Cauſe it ſelf, which de- 


cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
(c 
cc 
cc 
cc 


c 


NR 


c 


A 


cc 


* 


c 


cc 


termined me to it, is a Cauſe in 
which, not only, every Britiſh Sub- 
jett is concerned; but it is of the 
utmoſt Importance both to the Ho- 
nour of Chriſtianity, and the Secu- 
rity of Human Society: For the ſake” 
of both which, it deſerves ſeriouſly, 
and imparrially, and frequently, to 
be conſidered, Whether the Nature 
and End of Government neceſlarily 
takes away from the governed Part 
of Mankind the Right of Self-De- 
ence? or, whether the Goſpel of 
Jeſus Chriſt hath utterly deprived 
them of any ſuch Rights, and left 
them naked and defenſeleſs againſt 
all poſſible Attempts of their Go- 


VEYNOUYS ? 


Ay Lok on, 

The Dofrine delivered by your 
Lordſhip in your Coronation Sermon, 
ſcems to me an Infringment, in ſome 
Parnculars, of the Scheme of our glori- 
ous 


(5) 
ous Ack of Settlement (which is the 
Foundation of the preſent Government) 
and gives juſt Ground for ſuch an Ex- 
amination of ir, as I at this Time de- 
ſign. 

Your Lordſhip's firſt Inference from 
your Text is, . hy « Princes are of 
« Divine Appointment *;” though you 
cannot but be ſenſible, and the whole 
Nation will bear you Witneſs, thar, 
the moſt Illuſtrious Houſe of Hanover 
have made us happy by the Legal Ap- 
pointment of King William, Queen 
Anne, and both Houſes of Parliament. 
This is a clear Demonſtration of the 
Abſurdity of the Patriarchal Scheme, 
which can never more be embraced in 
theſe Kingdoms, till the Act of Sertle- 
ment is repealed, which, 1 hope, wilt 
be as diſtant from the Minds of Poſte- 
rity to Attempt, as they will find it 
difficult to Accompliſh. 

I hope, with. your Lordſhip, that 
the late glorious Revolution will never 
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* Serm. pag. 3. Ibid. pag. 4. 
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CEP 
be forgotten, and I likewiſe agtee with 
your Lordſhip, that, the Solemmity 
you ſo juſtly celebrate, appears to be 
introduced by the evident and undeni- 
able Footſteps of the Super- intendency of 
Divine Providence. But at the fame 
time it muſt be acknowledged, that, 
this Divine Super- intendency, has de- 
parted from a long Race of Pa- 
triarchal Princes, in order to make 
Great- Britain happy; for which ſig- 
nal Bleſſing and Deliverance from Po- 
pery, by their Majeſties and their 
Royal Iſſue, every true Briton muſt 
confeſs, that, God ruleth in the King- 
doms of the World, and diſpoſeth them 
to whomſoever he pleaſeth. And this 
ſacred Teſtimony, maketh all Inde- 
feaſible, Hereditary-right fly before 
the Wind, and ſcattereth it, even as 
Chaſf is ſcattered. 

It is ſecondly as certain, that wiſe 
and good Rulers are a fignal Mark of 
the divine Love and Favour to any Na- 
tion: And that excellent Princes have 
been hurried out of the World by untime- 


ly 


EX) 


ly Fates *, to make way for many 
execrable Tyrants. This is moſt un- 
doubtedly recorded, both as the moſt 
ſure Effect, and Teſtimony of God's hea- 
oy Diſpleaſure T; and it is thirdly al- 
lowed, that Princes are the Vicegerents 
of God ||. So that, two of your Lord- 
ſhip's three Obſervations from your 
Text muſt be univerſally acceded to, 
but the firſ# Remark, that Princes are of 
Divine Appointment, as you have un- 
boundedly expreſſed it, no one can agree 
to, but by Biſhop Hoadly's Comment up- 
on the Words of St. Paul, «Who has, 
& (as he well obſerves) guarded his own 
« Expreſſion very cautiouſly and judi- 
« ciouſly; that he tells Subjects, not 
cc barely that the Magiſtrate is the 
Miniſter of God, but that he is the 
Miniſter of God to them for Good; 
« which manifeſtly ſhews, that he is 
c ſpeaking in general, with reſpect 
cc to the Nature and Deſign of the 
« Office; which is the Ordinance of 
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© God, becauſe it is a 


oreeable to his 
Will, that ſo good and uſeful an 
Office ſhould be kept up in human 
fe Society X. 

Biſhop Hoadly agrees with your 
Lordſhip, that, Rulers are the Ordi- 
mance of God, that they are God's Mi- 
nifters (with the Apoſile's guard for Good, 
but not for Evil) but your Lordſhip 
aſſerts unconditionally, that, they mult 
be honoured and obeyed, not for 
Wrath only, but for the Lord's ſake, and 
for C:nſcience ſake, of which no carth- 
ly Potentate, but God alone, is the 
Judge f. 

This is running full into the old 
exploded Scheme of Jure Divino, and 
reſolves it ſelf into a plain Queſtion, 
If no earthly Potentate muſt preſume to 
Judge of the good or bad Adminiſtration 
of Rulers, by what Plea is that Revolu- 
tion defendible which is ſo freſh in our 
Memories ? | 

See the Conſiderations, &c. pag. 6. 
See Serm. pag. 9, & 10. 
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Il the Apoſtle's Words are not to be 
underſtood with Biſhop Hoadly's Limi- 
tation, then all Reſiſtance of Jyrannical 
Rulers is neither better nor worſe than 
actual Rebellion: Y our Lordſhip has very 
well defined the ſeveral Provinces of Go- 
vernment, and conſolidated the different 
Adminiſtrations thereof, in the Royal 
Breaſt #. And, I doubt not, but in 
thoſe of their Majeſties, all our Rights 
and Privileges will find a fate Aſylum. 
And the great Happineſs theſe Nations 
have enjoyed from their = Reſidence 
among us, hath learned them © to 
put a jult Value on that legal Con- 
« ſtitution, by which all our Religi- 
sous and Civil Rights are ſecured f. 
And our Duty mult appear as well 
in our entire Submiſſion to their Au- 
thority (in all Things lawful) as in 
the Reverence we ought to pay to 
their ſacred Perſons by their being 
Vicegerents of the Al night. 
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Far be it from me to charge your 
Lordſhip with the Commiſſion of any, 
the leaſt, wilful Error in your moſt ex- 
cellent Diſcourſe, bur it is certainly to 
be allowed a caſual One, that, of your 
indefinite Paraphraſe upon * Rom. xiii. 


2. viz. Whoſoever reſiſteth, reſiſteth 
the Ordinance of God, and ſhall there- 
fore receive to himſelf Damnation. 
Where reſiſting, ſays your Lordſhip, 
implies not only that violent Oppo- 
ſition by Force of Arms, which in 
the Conſtruction of human Laws 
is Rebellion; but all that repining 


and murmuring, that Contradic- 
tion and Averſeneſs of what kind 
ſoever, which is inconſiſtent with 


the hearty and chearfat Subhjeſtion to 


the higher Powers in this, and other 
Places of Scripture enjoined. You 
add, Let us then be Subject in 


the fulleſt Senſe of the Expreſſi- 


on, and that, not only through 
the Fear of Wrath, but from a 
Principle of Conſcience towards 

| „ God, 
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(11) 


c God, and of 1incere Love to our 
c Prince X. 

And now, my Lord; as my Intent 
was no other, than to compare your 
Lordſhip's Expoſition of St. Paul, with 
that of Biſhop Hoadly, upon the ma- 
nifeſt difference of which Expoſitions by 
Prelates equally Lovers of their King 
and Country, a ſhort Queſtion naturally 
ariſes, — To which Opinion muſt a Lay- 
man, unskilled in Theological Diſputes, 
adhere ? bs 

«© Granting, ſays Biſhop Hoadly, 
cc that in their Office Rulers are = 4 
« Miniſters of God; yet in contra- 
« dicting the only Deſign of their Office 
* they cannot be ſo: Nor can the 
Argument hold good. I might 
* likewiſe put your wn in Mind, 
ce that every Perſon in the World, 
* who is the Inſtrument of good to us, 
ce is the Miniſter of God to us for 
«© Good, And this may be affirmed of 
ce them without any ſuch univexſab 


* Serm. pag. 30, 31. 


CY 


« and unlimited Inference *”, as is 
uſually avowed by the Aſſertors of 
the Doctrine of Paſſive Obedience, 
which though Preached up by the 
Divines of the Church of England, as 
Biſhop Burnet told King JAM ES,. — 
He would not adviſe. his Majeſty to truft 
70 the putting of that Principle in Exe- 
cution. And your Lordſhip well 
knows, that the moſt indefatigable 
Promulgators of that Doctrine were the 
firſt that kick? againſt the pricks, wit- 
neſs the Affair of Magdalen College, 
Oxon. | 

« This is ſufficient to. prove (adds 
© my Lord of Sarum) that the Magi- 
« ſirate's being called the Miniſter of 
% God to us for Good, cannot juſtify 
ce any ſuch, unlimited, Inferences, [ 
« will beg leave to ſhew your Lord- 
* ſhip, that the Magiſtrate's receiving 
ce a Commiſſion for one particular Work, 
e immediately from God, ought not 
« to be an Argument, in your Lord- 
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See his Con/iderations, ut ſupra. 
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& ſhip's own Judgment, to prove that 
there is none upon Earth that may 
queſtion, cenſure, or puniſh him, as 
in this Diſcourſe you have aſſerted. 
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For to confirm this, it muſt be 
proved, either that the Commiſſion 
given by God to Magiſtrates, gives 


them a poſitive Authority to act a- 
gainſt the Ends of their Inſtitution, 
and the Deſign of their Commiſſion ; 


or that they remain ſupreme, even 


in thoſe Caſes in which they have 


no Authority; and in which they 


cannot be the Miniſters of God ; 
tho' it be their Authoriry only, an 
their being the Miniſters of God, 


* that gives them this Supremacy. 


« Ir is obſervable, what hath been 
often quoted by the Patrons of Paſ- 


frve Obedience, that our Lord told 


Pilate, that his Power was from A- 
« I muſt intreat your Lordſbip, not 
to think, that I am contending for 
the Words, Accountable or Cenſure, 
or Puniſhment. All that is con- 

c tended 
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# tended for with any Zeal, is this, That 
&« there ſhould be a Right left in the 


rom Ruin and Deſtruction, which 
c is a Point that your Lordſhip hath 


tc not touched upon. The Commiſſion 


f© of Fathers is from God; and their 


« very Perſons are pointed out by him: 
c Yet was it never doubted, as I know 
& of, that, ſhould a Father be ſo out- 


« ragious, or mad, as to attempt the 


&« Lives of his Children, his Hands may 


& be tied, and Self-Defenſe be juſtly | 
cc practiſed by them. So likewiſe, let 
« the Magiſtrate be, in never ſo pro- 
c per a Senſe, the Miniſter of God; 
cc and never ſo unaccountable, never ſo 
« much Superior to his Subjects; yet 
« doth not this in the leaſt diveſt the 
« Governed from the Right of Self De- 


& fenſe, and Selt-Preſervation : As we 


« ſce in all parallel Inſtances whatſo- 
« ever, that Superiority in one doth | 
« not rob others of the Right of Self- | 
« Defenſe. And what I have been 
<& ſaying holds true, whatever the Ori- 


« c ginal 


cc 1 Society 70 preſerve it ſelf 
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te ginal of Government were; and 
« hereſoever Governours have their 
« Authority *. 


No doubt, but your Lordſhip is 
perſuaded, that the Doctrine you have de- 
livered is as true, as that which Biſhop 
Hoadly has above aſſerted; therefore as 
the Aſſertions, are direct Contrarieties, to 
which muſt we give the conſenting Suf- 


frage? Having thus impartially ſtated 


the Caſe between Biſhop Hoadly's and 
your Lordſbip's Conſtruction of St. 
Pauls Words, Rom. xiii. Whoſoever 
reſiſteth, &c. | ſhall now only refer to 
my Lord of Sarums Proofs, that, a 
Juſt, Legal, and National Self-Defenſe 
made againſt the Incroachments of Po- 
pery, Slavery, and Arbitrary Power, is 
the Foundation of the preſent Govern- 
ment. 

Biſhop Hoadly aſſerts T; © That the 
« general Precepts of the Goſpel of 
« Jeſus Chriſt, concerning the Duty 
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See C onſiderations, ut ſupra, pag. 8, 9, 10. 


1 See his Reply to Biſhop Blackall, pag. 61, & ſeg. 


ee of 


a. — 


_— 


_—_ _ — , a . — * — 5 m « N 82 2 = —y = 
- = r _ mg hn OS ' — — — — — — 
FF. EE ITE YE WS EIT ES TT rr o—_ 3 


g © _ 
— — 
- 
2 =» <= 
3 4 = Kr 
1 . ITS TE 


tc 
cc 
cc 
cc 


cc 
cc 
cc 
c 
cc 
ec 
cc 
«c 
cc 
cc 


his 


(16) 
of Subjekts, ought not to be ſo in- 
terpreted, as to lay whole Nations un- 
der the Neceſſity of ſubmitting to 
univerſal Slavery and Ruin. 

He likewiſe tells us, That © a Caſe 
having actually happened in our 
Nation (the Revolution of 1688) 
rendered this the Subject of every 


honeft Chriſtian's Enquiry ; becauſe | 


the contrary Deciſions of Multitudes 
of Writers had made the Conſciences 
of many uneaſy in this Point; and 
diſſatisfied with our happy Eftabli/h- 
ment founded upon a Practice agree- 
able to this Doctrine. And laſtly, 

Lordſhip declares, that no other 


Motive made him bear a Part in this 
Debate, but the great Reſpect he had 
for her Majeſty Queen ANNE, and her 


Government, © The endcavouting to 


cc 


juſtify her Conduct in that glorious | 


Part which fe bare in the late Re- 


volution; to vindicate not only her | 


People's Behaviour, in the ſubmit- 


ting to her, but her own Honour 


and Fuſtice, in poſſeſſng, a Govern- | 


a ment 
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ment founded upon it; to recon- 


cile the AﬀeCtions of her Subjet?s to 


the Baſis upon which it ſtands, chat 
ſo they might not only mit, but 
approve 3 not only approve, but 
Love; not only Love, but ⁊ea- 
loujly defend it againſt all Oppoſers 3 
to demonſtate that it is not ſettled 
upon Uſanpation, or Sin, but upon 
a lawful Practice; and on that Con- 


ſent which is the ſureſt Band of a 


manly Obedience in Subjects; the firm- 
elt Title of Sovereignty to Princes; 
and ever ſccure of the Support of 


* God's Authority, when it exerts it 


ſelf after ſo unblameable and bene- 
cial a manner. 


And as a Defender of theſe Principles 


cannot be looked upon by their preſent 


Majeſties as an Enemy to their Govern- 


ment. I hope your Lordſbip will ex- 
cuſe the Interruption hereby given to 
your learned Studies, upon a Surmiſe 
that the indefinite Conſtruction you have 
put upon the 1 3th of the Romans, may 


C again, 
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again, perplex the Minds of many of 
your Readcrs with thoſe Doubts and 
Scruples waich my Lord of Sarum has. 
made it his Buſineſs to remove. For 
as his Lordſhip well concludes, © The 
« Caſe of the Revolution is a Publick, 
% National Caſe of Conſcience ; and the 
« Lawfulneſs or Unlawfulneſs of the 
C like Practice is a Caſe, in which both 
ce the Clergy and Laity, of this Land, 
tc have thought their Conſciences ex- 
c tremely concerned. | 

Take: a Perſon who believes in his 
Conſcience, ſays Biſhop Hoadly *, the 
Lawfulneſs of that Reſiſtance 4 which 
the Nation hath been ſaved: And 
you will find in him a Zeal, and 
Ardour, to maintain the Government, 
at any Expence againſt all Oppoſers, If 
you find an Alteration, or Coldneſs, 
at any Time, you will find likewiſe 
an Alteration in his profeſſing that 
Principle, or that he expects the ſup- 
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See his Reply to Biſhop Blackall, at ſupra. 
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port of his Intereſt from Men of the 
contrary Mind. Take One, who by 
never ſo long Study hath argued him- 
ſelf into mere Submiſſion to a Government 
founded upon this Reſiſtance: And you 
will very frequently ſee a great Indif- 
ference, a Mixture of Uneafineſs and 
Diſcontent ; and a Readineſs to catch 
at every little Thing to the Diſadvan- 
tage of this Settlement. I am far from 
ſaying, it is always thus; but that this 
is generally the Caſe : And that what- 
ever Zeal there is on one ſide, what- 
ever Coldneſs on the other, is general - 
ly owing to the Principles, on cach 
ſide embraced, with reſpect to Reſiſtance 
atone, 1s too plain to be denied. Or, 
take a Perſon, if ſuch an One can be 
found, who hath from mere Submiſſion 
to the Government been argued into a 
Belief of the Lawfulneſs of the Reſiſt- 
ance by which it came to be ſettled: 
And let him declare, whether, upon 
this Alteration, he hath not found him- 
ſelf more perfectly eaſy and ſatisfied, 
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_ even in his Submiſſion ; and more hear- 
tily fixed in his Oppoſition to that for- 
mer Settlement, from which the Nation 
is departed. Nay, let paſt Experience 
determine from whence all the Impedi- 
ments to this Settlement came ; from 
whence the Reluctance to fill the 
Throne at firſt; from whence the Un- 
willingneſs to ſwear to it when it 
was full; from whence the Dithcul- 
ties that clogged all Deſigns for ſup- 
porting it againſt the common Enemy; 
from whence the Delays and Objections, 
to retard Supplies, and to embarraſs Af- 
fairs in King William's Reign; from 
whence the greateſt Part of the Unea- 
fineſs at our War with France ; from 
whence the diflike to the framing and 
paſſing the Act of Settlement; from 
whence the viſible Diſatisfattion, diſ- 
covered upon every Succeſs of the com- 
mon Arms, and the Joy which betray- 
ed it {cit upon every little imaginary 
Advantage of the common Enemy, from 
whence, in one Word, the Zeal of 


ſome 
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ſome for the former Settlement; and 
the Indiſſerence of others for the preſent. 
From what Principles have theſe Un- 
happineſſes come 1 from this one, 
cc — That a Nation mult not be al- 
c lowed, without a damnable Sin to 
« go out of the Methods of Submiſ- 
ce ſion, even to fave it (elf from Ruin? 
From what Perſons, but either from 
thoſe who really believe this Doctrine, 
or have openly profeſſed to do it; or 
from thole whoſe Intereſt hath ever 
been ſupported by ſuch as zealouſly, 
eſpouſe it? So that it is become. abſo- 
lutely neceflary that, one way or o- 
ther, it ſhould be put as much out of 
doubt as poſſible, whether we lie un- 
der a National Guilt, for the Revolution- 
Reſiſtance, or not ? 

As theſe, my Lord, are plain Facts; 
upon an impartial State of this Caſe, 
I hope it will appear to your Lordſhip, 
that, Inculcating an unlimited Obedience 
to St. Paul's Words, to be Subject in 
the fulleſt Senſe of the (literal) Expreſſion, 


may, 


( 22 ) 
may, tho' not intended, be attended 
with very dangerous Conſequences in 
creating ungrounded Scruples of Con- 
ſcience in the Minds of the unwary 
Populace. | 

But, from the preſent glorious Con- 


juncture of Affairs, the ſeemingly moſt 


glorious both for the preſent Age and 
Poſterity which this Nation ever be- 
held, it is my ardent Wiſh, with your 
Lordſhip *, and now and always will 
be my fervent Prayer, that their Gra- 
cious Majeſtics King GEORGE the 
Second, Queen CAROLINE, andthe 
whole Royal Family, „may be de- 
« fended, as well from all ſecret Con- 
ce ſpiracies, as from all open Violence; 
cc Tos Succeſs may conſtantly attend 
« their Counſels at Home, and ſhould: 
<« Neceſlityſo require, their Arms abroad; 
« that their Reign over Us may be 
ce long and proſperous ; that it may 

ala God to give his Judgments to 


A. 
PAY 


+ See, Serm. pag. 31, 32. , 
« the 


C23) 
te the KING, and his Righteouſneſs to 
ce the King's SON ; that in their Days 
« Vice and Profaneneſs may be utter- 
ce ly Extinct, and true Religion again 
cc take Root and Flouriſh ; and that 
cc under them and their Poſterity theſe 
« Nations may enjoy all Heavenly 
cc and Earthly nun as long as the 
« Sun and Moon endure : And let all 
ce the People ſay, Amen, 


I am, My LorD, 
With the moſt profound Reſpef, 
Tour Lordſhip's moſt Obedient 


Son and Servant, 


PHILALETHES. 
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There fs 700 nom ' Re:fubliſhed, ver very profit be cone 
Halt upon the Operiing of the New Puri: 4 * * 
ISCELLANIES.. Written by Aula 
M Hammond, Eſ h on the following Subjects, 
Wit." I. Cinſelerariant upon corrupt Elections of Mem- 
* bers to ſerve in Parliament. 2. Conſiderations up- 
on the choica of à Sealer of the Houſe of Commons. 
3. The true Jer of his Royal Highneſs 


Frederick, - Prinze. of Vales. 4. Some Account of 
the Original vf the great Controvyerſy in France, 
relating to che late Popes Conſtitution Unigenitus. 
To w ich Are e * An. and curious Miſcella. 
ny of Original Poems, ranſlations, and Imitati- 
ons, by the nvoſt eminent Hands, vi- the late 
Mr. John Hughes, Nr. Prior, Mrs. Manley, Mrs. 
Centlivre, James N oore Ej; Dr. Sewell, Mr. Am- 
1555 the Hononrable. Sim Hurtourt, Eſt; Lady 

IVortley mee & c. With Familiar Let- 
8 the late, Earl of Rychefter, to his Counteſs, 
his Sen, ane] his.  Nepticw the Earl of-Liech feld. 
Never hefore Printed. All collected by Mr. Ham- 
mond. In One Volume, + 80. Price 5 5 


There is alſo juſt Publi ſhed, Dedicared to the Learned 
yr. VOYTER, Biſhop of Oxford. 


A Faithful Tranſlation (from the Latin Origi- 
nal) of Biſhop PARKER's Hiſtory of His Own 
Time. In Four Books. With Remarks upon cach, 

and the ſame compared with Biſhop Burnet, Mr. 
Arch-Deacon Echara, Bevil Higgons Eſq, F. J. de 
Orleans, and other Hiſtorians who have wrote of 
that Perio:!. To which is prefixed, The Life of 
Biſhop Parker, and an Account of his Converſion 
from Presbytery, to Po 3 Price 63. 
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